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and, on occasion, mingling with men. The personality of
the Khudr, the Ever-Living One, of whose synthesis with
Elijah and Saint George we have spoken before,1 may be said
to permeate the Holy Land. Sometimes the welies hold
direct communication with the living. Baldensperger tells
of a certain Sheikh *Othman, who at the command of the
Sultan Bedr, his long-dead ancestor, natural us well as spir-
itual, remained dumb for a number of years, in order that
he might keep from sin, refusing to utter a word till the
saint withdrew the injunction.3 Sometimes the welies take
strange incarnations. The same writer relates another curi-
ous story of Sultan Bedr. "When Ibrahim Pasha was
ruler of Palestine, he took away many lands belonging to
welies and such holy men, but when he sent soldiers to take
Deir-esh-Sheikh, a swarm of bees kept them back. Then
they knew that these bees were no other than Sultan Bedr
defending his abode." s
We have already pointed out how intimately the subjects
of the religious orders and of the shrines interpenetrate.
Both belong to the same world of miracle and magic, as real
to the peasant as the veritable, material earth. The Khudr
to whom there are raised in Syria, and Palestine more shrines
than to any other wely, is said to impart the baraka, or
miraculous power, to founders of the orders. The folk-lore
of the land abounds in tales of these*, especially of 'Abd-el-
Qtidir ej-Jilani, Ahmed er-RerVi, Ahmed eMJedawy, and
Ibrahim ed-Dusuki, whose names are attached to the orders
respectively founded by each, and who are linked together
as the four poles, living on the four sides of the earth, which
they uphold. They are also likened to four trees, the rest
of the welies being mere branches. Of them pre-existence is
predicated. Though born in the Middle Ages, they arc said
to have lived in the spirit before Mohammed. The tombs
of all founders are most important shrines, not only for the
members of the orders, but for all who are in trouble. The
most notable is the tomb of 'Abd-el-Qadir ej-Jilfini, in Bagh-
dad, but Syria, too, possesses the shrine of a popular founder.
1 See p. 10.
a See Baldcnsperger'n article (<tp. rit.), p. 35.	* Ibid,

